
 

Dear Families, 

The first few months of school have been exciting 

and busy as our teachers get to know your child and 

learn more about your child’s areas of strengths and 

areas of need.  Our teachers are using data from the 

beginning of the year assessments as well as your 

child’s data from the SOL tests they took last year to differentiate instruction 

to ensure we are meeting the needs of each child.  While these assessments 

help us gain a better insight into your child’s academic needs, we also need 

and value your input into what your child’s strengths and areas of need are as 

well.  Our ultimate goal is to align our instruction with the needs of individual 

students to maximize their instructional time here at school.   

We greatly value the feedback you provide to teachers about your child.  We 

hope that you will be able to join us for our first parent-teacher conference 

night on Wednesday, November 15th from 2-7 p.m.  This will give you an op-

portunity to have personal conversations with your child’s teachers about 

their progress at school and ways we can all work together as a team this 

year.  Please call the office at 804-443-3040 to schedule an appointment with 

your child’s teachers. 

As you read through our newsletter this month, we hope you will take ad-

vantage of the opportunities we have coming up to become an active part of 

our school.  The home and school connection is vital to ensure the success of 

every student.  Thank you for partnering with us to make this a successful 

year for your child.  Please feel free to contact me at any time at hgen-

try@essex.k12.va.us or 804-443-3040.  Together we can make each day a 

great day for learning!   

Best regards, 

Heather Gentry 

Principal 
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Our students got to 

practice lasso roping as 

part of the Wild West 

events! 

Our 4th and 5th Grade Parent Involvement Event 

E S S E X  I N T E R M E D I A T E  S C H O O L  

Continuing with the parent-student activities that have 
already been held this year at Essex Intermediate 
School, the fourth and fifth grade teachers invited par-
ents to join their child for a special event on Wednes-
day, October 18th. Teachers helped students complete 
homework before leading them in a fun-filled science 
experiment. Fifth graders predicted which type of so-
da: Ginger Ale, Sprite, Dr. Pepper, or Coke, would pro-
duce the highest measured explosion after adding 
Mentos. The fourth graders competed to see who could 
add the most weight to their aluminum paper boat and 
keep it afloat.  

 

Afterwards, the parents joined their child for the main 

event, which held a Western theme. Activities included 

a photo booth, a dance room, relay races with toy hors-

es, pumpkin painting, milk jug bowling, and other west-

ern themed arts and crafts. Parents and children also 

visited the book fair held in the library. 

Box Tops Contest! 
 
Our PTO is sponsoring a box tops contest for the students at EIS 
this year.  The grade level that collects the most box tops during 
the year will win a prize!  Please send in any box tops you have 
collected to school with your child.  Students can turn box tops 
in to their Core 1 teachers.  Good luck to each grade level! 

“An 

investment in 

knowledge 

pays the best 

interest.” 

~Benjamin 

Franklin 



 

Read and Roll Program! 

Reading is fun!  Sports are fun!  You can do both for free!  A library card is free and you can read your way  onto 

a Parks and Recreation team.  Just sign up for the Read and Roll Challenge.  If you read enough you will get to 

participate in Indoor Soccer for free!  Entry forms are available in the EIS front office.   

Here’s what you do:   

1) Pick up  a check sheet in the EIS front office. 

2) Show that you or your family have a library card. 

3) Earn AR points at your school and create book reviews to share with your school and your library.   

 *Grades 5-8, earn five points and write two book reviews or earn eight points and write one book re-

 view. 

4)     Attend your school’s AR event. 

5) Turn in Check Sheet at the Essex County Parks and Recreation Department or the 

Essex Public Library. 

6) Send a thank you to the sponsor who paid your way onto 

the team. 

EIS Awards Assemblies 
Mark your calendars for our first EIS Awards Assembly which will be held on Friday, 

November 17th.  Students will receive awards for Principal’s List, Principal’s Honor 

Roll, Honorable Mention, and Perfect Attendance.  If your child has earned one of 

these awards, an invitation to the awards assembly will come home with your child 

the week of the 17th.  We will also recognize our students of the month at this assem-

bly.  The schedule for our awards assembly is below: 

 

8:20 AM –   7th Grade 
9:20 AM –   6th Grade 
10:20 AM – 5th Grade 
2:00 PM –   4th Grade 



News from the EIS Library………………. 
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Would you like to keep 

up on what’s happen-

ing in the EIS library?  

It’s easy. You can follow 

us on Instagram 

@latanyaweeden  

TH E  “R E A D I N G  R A N C H ”  W A S  O P E N  F O R  B U S I N E S S  D U R I N G  TH E  
F A L L  B O O K  F A I R !  

N O V E M B E R  N E W S  F R O M  T H E  E I S  

L I B R A R Y  

Book Fair News 

Well, we have just enjoyed another fall book fair 

here at EIS, and I must say it was a great one!  

This year’s Wild, Wild West theme was fully em-

braced by the students and staff and we were 

happy to show our enthusiasm by dressing in our 

western wear during “book fair spirit week.”  A 

preview allowed all students to get a sneak 

peek at the latest book releases and create 

wish lists, while the contests and raffles kept stu-

dents interested all week long.  Thanks to the 

volunteers, parents, students, teachers, and ad-

ministration for helping to make the fair a huge 

success. Also, a special thank you to Food Lion 

for donating bags so the students could easily 

tote their books home.  We look forward to host-

ing a bigger and better book fair in the spring!       

EIS is ready to genrefy! 

Soon students who visit the library will be able to 

locate their favorite fiction books by genre. All 

books will be labeled with a sticker that speci-

fies its genre. Each genre will then have its own 

section enabling students to quickly find their 

favorite mystery, fantasy, realistic fiction, or sci-fi 

book without having to know the author’s 

name. This will be an ongoing project, and I 

know that it will produce rewarding benefits for 

our students. 

Comfortable Courtyard 

Many of you know that the library is privileged 
to have its very own courtyard. Recently we 
spruced it up with flowers and seasonal flags. 
On sunny days, students can visit and read their 
favorite book in a quiet and relaxing space.  

Humor is 
one of the 
many gen-
res that can 
soon be 
found in 
our library! 

Students in 
Ms. Syd-
nor’s class 
enjoy 
reading 
and social-
izing out-
side.     



Students of the Month 
 

Each month, students from each grade level are nominated by the EIS staff for exhibiting our be-

havioral expectations and going above and beyond at our school.  From these nominations, our 

staff members choose a boy and a girl to be the “Student of the Month” for that month.  For the 

month of October we recognized the following students as our PBIS Students of the Month: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each month we invite the family members of our students of the month to eat lunch with their chil-

dren on the stage in the cafeteria as a special recognition for their achievement.  We look forward 

to recognizing the Students of the Month for November soon! 

Fourth Grade– Nazire Harcum and 

Lillian Hatton 

Sixth Grade– Dorsey Armstead and 

Harley Newsome 

Fifth Grade– Kaydence Shepan and 

Jacob Durham 

Seventh Grade– Takoda Green and 

Endia Ross 



 

The Snow QueenThe Snow Queen  

The Essex Intermediate School Drama Club’s winter production of 
The Snow Queen is a twist on a fairy tale classic. Elsa, the evil Snow 
Queen, kidnaps young Kai, who must be saved by his best friend 
Gerda, who enlists the help of many others. 
 
The show begins at 7pm Friday, December 1st, and Saturday, De-
cember 2nd. Tickets are $3; children under 5 are free! 
 
Come support these won-
derful 4th through 7th 
graders, who have been 
working hard to prepare a 
great show!  

SCA Corner 
The EIS Student Council held their first two meet-

ings of the year in October.   

The newly elected officers are:   

 

President– Taylor Logan 

Vice-President– Laila Gwathmey 

Treasurer– Aaniya Brooks 

Secretary– Jalynn Plummer 

Reporter– Andrew Lewis 



Essex Intermediate School is excited to an-
nounce the start of a new WATCH D.O.G.S. 

program at our school.  Watch D.O.G.S. stands 
for “Dads of Great Students.”  Fathers, grandfa-
thers, uncles, or other father figures were invit-
ed to join their child on Monday, October 16

th
 at 

EIS to learn about the nationwide program 
which encourages fathers or other father figures 
to volunteer in schools.  Families enjoyed pizza 

and drinks while they learned more about this 
new program at EIS.  Our families watched the ABC news special on the 
Watch D.O.G.S. programs and learned about the benefits of volunteering in 
their child’s school.   

EIS welcomes all fathers, grandfathers or father figures to learn more about 
this great program and to volunteer one day at EIS during the upcoming 
school year.  The WATCH D.O.G.S. program will officially begin in Novem-
ber at EIS.  If you would like to sign-up to volunteer, visit the EIS website for 

the volunteer forms that need to be turned in prior to volunteering at:  http://
eis.essex.k12.va.us/ 

Sign up online to volunteer by visiting:   

http://signup.com/go/UxYZBvN 

 

Simply log in and select the date

(s) you would like to volunteer. 

You will be sent email reminders 

before your scheduled day. 

EIS Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads 

of Great Students)! 



The EIS Newsletter Club!!! 
Our newsletter club has returned this year with some new 
additions to our group.  Each month this group will write 
about a topic of their choosing for our parents to read.  This 
month we would like to introduce you to the students who are mem-
bers of this newsletter club.  They work hard each month to provide 
our parents with valuable information about EIS. 

 
 

My name is Andrew Lewis.  I 

am in the sixth grade.  I am 

eleven years old.  I like to play 

football and basketball.   

My name is Endia Ross from 

the newsletter club.  I like 

sports, and I have a generous 

amount of friends.  The last 

thing I want to  tell you is…..I 

love this club! 

My name is Haley Dunn and I 

am in 6th grade.  My favorite 

subject is History.  I have trav-

eled to lots of states. 

Hello, I am Cristian Weeden 

from the 6th and 7th grade 

newsletter club.  I like sports 

and playing games, and news-

letter is my favorite subject of 

the day. 

Hello, my name is Jasmine 

Studvent.  My favorite sport is 

softball, and I have big dreams 

for my future.  I want to go to 

LSU and play softball and take 

classes to become a lawyer or 

doctor.  Mainly, I just want to 

make my family proud. 

My name is Taylor Logan.  

I’m in the sixth grade.  I 

am eleven years old.  I 

like to play sports.  I also 

like to listen to music. 

My name is Luke Joseph Orlan-

do.  I love reading, Nirvanna, 

and lots of other things.  I love 

acting! 

My name is Haylee Fer-

rell.  I’m in 7th grade, and 

I love English.  Some of 

my favorite things to do 

are draw, read, and listen 

to music. 



From Our Instructional Coaches……………. 
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Just in time for Thanksgiving...a family favorite! 

Reading and math are used all the time at home, especially in the kitchen.  Here is a recipe you can prepare with your child.  Have 

them read the directions and measure the ingredients.  And, of course enjoy the yummy results! 

Some ideas for discussion while cooking: 

1) This recipe serves 4-6 people, what would we need to do in order to serve 12      people? 

2) This recipe calls for a 12 oz. can of evaporated milk.  What if evaporated milk only came in a can of 4 oz.? Or 8 oz.? 

3) Why would you not want to use rounding or estimation while preparing this recipe?  (Measure exactly?) 

4) Discuss the differences in measuring tools. 

5) It is important to read recipes, carefully!  For example you wouldn’t want to use sweetened condensed milk instead of evapo-

rated milk! 

Crock Pot Pumpkin Pie Pudding 

Servings: 4-6 

Ingredients: 

1 (15 ounce) can solid pack pumpkin 

1 (12 ounce) can evaporated milk 

3/4 cup sugar 

1/2 cup Bisquick 

2 eggs, beaten 

2 tablespoons butter, melted 

2 1/2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice 

2 teaspoons vanilla 

Whipped cream (optional) 

Directions: 

1. In a large bowl mix together the first eight ingredients. 

2. Transfer to a crock pot coated with cooking spray. 

3. Cover and cook on low 6-7 hours. 

4. Serve in bowls with whipped cream, if desired. 


